
Appendix 3:  Proposed Oversubscription Criteria for Brent Community Schools in 
2024/2025 
 
The criteria set out below apply to the 30 Brent community schools listed in Appendix 1.  
 
Voluntary aided or religious faith schools, foundation schools, free schools and academies 
have their own admission policies. Parents should visit the website of these schools for a 
copy of their admission arrangements or visit www.brent.gov.uk/admissions  
 
Applications for children with an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP) are made by 
Local Authority SEN teams. The placement of such children is made after a process of 
consultation between parents, the school and the Local Authority. Children with an EHCP 
receive priority over others for admission to the school named on their EHCP. An EHCP is a 
plan made by the Local Authority under Section 37 of the Children and Families Act 2014 
specifying the special education provision required for that child. 
 
Schools should not admit more than 30 pupils in each class for Reception, Year 1 and Year 
2. This is to enable the Local Authority to meet its statutory duty of having no more than 30 
pupils in each class at Key Stage 1. Three-year-old children should not be admitted to 
Reception classes. 
  
The following criteria are clear, fair and objective. It is illegal for schools to discriminate 
against a pupil on the basis of his/her ethnicity.  
 
Whenever and wherever possible, children are offered a school of their parents’ preference 
and in practice the majority of children go to the school which their parents select for them.  
 
Sometimes, however, there are more applications for a particular school than there are 
places available. This is described as oversubscription. Whenever this happens, pupils are 
offered places in the following order of priority:  
 
1. Looked After Children or Previously Looked After Children (including 
Internationally Adopted Previously Looked After Children) 
 
A looked after child or a previously looked after child, including those children who appear to 
have been in state care outside of England and ceased to be in state care as a result of 
being adopted. 
 

 A 'looked after child' (LAC) is a child who is in the care of a local authority, or being 
provided with accommodation by a local authority in the exercise of their social services 
functions at the time of making an application to a school.   

 A ‘previously looked after child’ (PLAC) is a child who was looked after but ceased to be 
so because they were adopted (or became subject to a child arrangements order or a 
special guardianship order). 

 An ‘internationally adopted previously looked after child’ (IAPLAC) is a child who appears 
to Brent Council to have been in state care outside of England and ceased to be in state 
care as a result of being adopted. A child is regarded as having been in state care in a 
place outside of England if they were accommodated by a public authority, a religious 
organisation or any other provider of care whose sole purpose is to benefit society. 

 
2. Linked infant school 
Children attending an infant school on the same site as a junior school.  
 

 This criterion only applies to Year 3 applications to Mount Stewart Junior School (for 
children attending Mount Stewart Infant School) and Roe Green Junior School (for 
children attending Roe Green Infant School). 



 
3. Medical or Social needs 
Exceptional circumstances to do with significant medical needs and or social needs which 
necessitate a child’s placement at one particular school.  
 
This criterion relates to the child's (or a family member with caring and/or parental 
responsibility’s) medical and/or social needs. The application must be supported by written 
evidence (see below) that sets out the particular reasons why the school in question is the 
most suitable and the difficulties that would be caused if the child had to attend another 
school. The recommendation for this specific school should demonstrate knowledge of the 
school in terms of location, resources and organisation which deems it essential that the 
named pupil be admitted to the specific school. The Council will not give higher priority to 
children under this criterion if the required documents have not been submitted. Decisions 
on whether to allow the criterion will be made by an admission panel, based on all the 
evidence available, and will be consistent. 
 

 Medical Needs  
Applications made on medical grounds must be accompanied by compelling medical 
evidence from a GP/hospital consultant at the time of application. The letter from the 
GP/hospital consultant must provide information about the child's or family member’s 
medical condition, the effects of this condition and why, in view of this, the child needs to 
attend the named school.  
If the school is not the closest to home, the consultant must set out in detail the wholly 
exceptional circumstances for attending this school and the difficulties that may exist if 
the child had to attend another school.  Medical claims will only be considered for one 
school and this should be named by the GP/hospital consultant.  In assessing these 
applications, advice will be sought from relevant professionals as required. 

 

 Social Needs  
Applications made on social grounds must be accompanied by compelling evidence at 
the time of application. Social needs claims will be considered where there is 
involvement from a social worker, or other relevant professional and where it can be 
demonstrated that there are exceptional social needs that cannot be met at any other 
school than the named school. Familial circumstances can have an impact on a child’s 
social needs and evidence of this will be considered. In assessing these applications, 
advice will be sought from relevant professionals as required. 

 
4. Children of staff 
Children whose parent is a member of staff:  

 who has been employed by the school and has worked predominantly on the school site 
for two or more years at the time of application; or  

 who has been recruited to fill a vacancy at the school for which there is a demonstrable 
skill shortage. 

 
5. Siblings  
Brothers or sisters of a child who attends the school, or an infant or junior school on the 
same or adjoining site. Sibling is defined in these arrangements as children who live as 
brother or sister in the same house, including natural brothers or sisters, adopted siblings, 
stepbrothers or sisters and foster brothers and sisters. 
 
6. All other applicants. 
 
‘Tie-break’ Distance Measurement  
 
Where pupils meet the same criteria, priority will be given in order of the distance from home 
to school which will be measured by straight-line, from the address point in the property to 



the address point in the school, as determined by LLPG (Local Land Property Gazetteer) 
data. Those living nearer the school will have the higher priority. The measuring system is an 
integral part of the admission software produced by Servelec Synergy Ltd, uses Ordnance 
Survey maps and LLPG data and is accurate to 1 centimetre.  
 
Where two or more children, sharing the same priority, live equidistant from a community 
school and only one place remains, the local authority will use a computerised random 
allocation to determine which child should be given priority. 
 


